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BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL

	Proposed Amendments to the 2012 International Residential Code

Section 606.12

	Submitted by:  Phoenix Planning & Development Department Code Committee
R606.12 Seismic requirements. 
All new masonry elements shall meet the minimum reinforcing requirements of R606.12.2.2.3 and R606.12.2.3.3. In addition, the seismic requirements of this section shall apply to the design of masonry and the construction of masonry building elements located in Seismic Design Category D0, D1 or D2. Townhouses in Seismic Design Category C shall comply with the requirements of Section R606.12.2. These requirements shall not apply to glass unit masonry conforming to Section R610 or masonry veneer conforming to Section R703.7. 



	Reasons:

This will require minimum reinforcing in all new masonry construction.  This reinforcing has been required in previous editions of the Phoenix Construction Code at the recommendation of the Structural Engineers Association of Arizona as an inexpensive way to greatly increase the safety of masonry construction.  The amendment also correlates with the revised seismic design category “B” in Table R301.2(1).


	Cost Impact:  
Minimum construction costs could be incurred due to additional reinforcing. 
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